THE "DISCIPLINE"

and in the State. There is hardly a day, in the records of
the sittings of the Town Council, in which we do not find
the remark: "Better consult Maitre Calvin about this."
Nothing could escape his watchful eyes; and even though
we cannot but regard the incessant labours of this active
brain as miraculous, such an asceticism of the spirit
brings with it perils innumerable. Whoever completely
renounces personal enjoyment, will, voluntary though his
renunciation be, come to regard renunciation as a law to
be imposed upon others, and will try to impose by force
upon others what is natural to him but unnatural to
them. Take Robespierre as an example; the ascetic is
always the most dangerous kind of despot. One who
does not share fully and joyfully in the life of his fellows
will grow inexorable towards them.

Discipline and unsympathetic severity are the funda-
mentals of Calvinist doctrine. In Calvin's view man has
no right, holding up his head and glancing frankly in all
directions, to march undaunted through the world. He
must always remain in the shadow of "the fear of the
Lord", humbly bowing before the conviction of his hope-
less inadequacy, From the outset, Calvin's puritanical
morality led him to regard cheerful and unconstrained
enjoyment as "sinful". Everything which can bring
adornment and give impetus to our earthly existence,
everything which can happily release the soul of its
tensions, which can uplift, enfranchise, and relieve us of
our burdens, is condemned by the Calvinist code as vain,
void, and superfluous. Before all, these harsh judgments
attach to art. Even in the religious realm, which has for
ages been intimately associated with mysticism and
ritual, Calvin enforces his own ideological matter-of-fact-
ness. Without exception, everything which can interest
the senses, or can make the feelings pliable and uncer-
tain, is swept ruthlessly aside; for the true believer must
not approach the Throne with the strongly moved soul
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